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REPORT. 


His Excellency, W, Е. STEVENSON, 
Governor of West Virginia: 

In compliance with an act of the Legislature, passed March 2d, 1864, 
I have the honor to submit my Seventh Annual Report. 

When, at the last session of the Legislature, I appeared before a joint 
committee on immigration in order to submit accounts and vouchers of 
а balance due me for actual expenditures in 1868 and 1869, I had the 
regret to observe that neither of the members had yet found leisure to 
read my last annual report, which had been out for several weeks previ- 
ous. As a consequence, none of the measures therein suggested for the 
encouragement of immigration could be acted upon at that session. I 
therefore deem it unnecessary to burden the State Treasury with printing 
a voluminous report ас this time, my last and several previous reports 
being as good as new ior all practical purposes. I have preserved a 
sufficient number of copies of my last annual report for distribution to 
members of the Legislature, and also beg leave to refer your Excellency 
to the statements and suggestions therein contained. 

The balance due me last year for necessary expenditures having been 
allowed me by the joint committee, with the understanding that I should 
not in future make any disbursements on account of the State without 
previous appropriation, I do not feel authorized in presenting any expense 
account for the current year, although in addition to the $120 which I 
informed your Excellency I had sent to Germany, I had to bear the 
indispensable office rent and the usual amount of postage and stationery 
incidental to my official correspondence, besides the gratuitous distribu- 
tion of ninety-four copies of the “ West Virginia Handbook.” 

As might be expected, the protracted Franco-German war has mate- 
rially interfered with German emigration during the past season. That 
cluss of immigrants to whom my previous efforts were mainly directed, 
the small landed farmers, not being able to sell out to advantage during 


the present crisis, have temporarily ceased coming, and the bulk of this - 


year’s immigration is mainly composed of single young men and women 
without capital, to whom West Virginia is not yet prepared to offer 
profitable employment. Moreover, this class, more than any other, have 
generally fixed upon a point of destination near friends and relatives 
who have preceded them here, and are not easily diverted from their 
purpose. I can only repeat here what I frequently suggested before, 


that if direct immigration from Europe is wanted in West Virginia, . ` 


we must follow the example of other States, by establishing active 


* 
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correspondents at the sources of supply, and use liberal means for Ше 
diffusion of information in regard to our inducements. Considerable 
- portions of Germany, Switzerland, and the British Islands very much 
resemble our State in surface, climate and character of production, with 
many advantages in our favor, and immigrants from those countries now 
settled here, are found among the thriftiest and most contented of our 
population. These facts should be given the widest circulation possible 
in the most authentic and reliable form. 

A most profitable field for recruitment, at comparatively small cost, 
would now be found in the two, French provinces most severely devasta- 
ted by the present war, Alsace and.Lorraine, whose population, in part of 
German origin, is highly reputed for physical endurance, industry, intel- 
ligence and skill in husbandry and the mechanic arts. There, property 
in the soil is so much subdivided, that ten acres well cultivated consti- 
tute an averaged ‘sized farm. Over a large portion of that,country, 
farm-houses, orchards, vineyards and other valuable improvements are 
ruthlessly leveled to the ground, and the owners not being possessed cf 
the means to rebuild or repair, will be compelled to sell out to less un- 
fortunate neighbors, and emigrate, to commence life again on cheaper 
land. Emigration from those provinces, having heretofore been quite 
insignificant, or principally confined to Algeria. There is a great want 
of information in;regard to American States and Territories, and I have 
no doubt but that’a‘timely introduction of a description of West Virginia, 
and by a well recommended agency, would be attended with prompt and 
excellent results. 

Inquiries which I continue to receive from the Northern and Eastern 
states of the Union, in regard to our circumstances and resources, confirm 
my opinion, frequently expressed heretofore, that we may expect large and 
valuable accessions from those states by going to the trouble and expense 
of thoroughly posting the people of those sections upon our inducements - 
to immigration. The States of Ohio, Pennsylvania and New York, espe- 
cially, contain a numerous class of tenants and small farmers, who cannot 
afford to buy homesteads for themselves and their children, at the high 
prices prevailing where they now reside, and who would rather not en- 
counter the hardships and deprivations of the Far West, could they find 
nearer home, good land at a reasonable price, convenience to market, and 
the benefits of civilized intercourse. The same is true of a large class of 
artisans in the large cities, both native and foreign born, who have econ- 
omized the means to acquire a comfortable rural home and are anxious 
to enjoy the fruits of their long and confining labors under their own 
vine and fig tree. These classes constitute our most reliable sources of 
recruitment. Others who command sufficient capital to locate in highly 
improved sections, think they can better themselves upon smoother 
lands west of us, and are not easily attracted here. 

Within a few months past, the subject of immigration has received un- 
precedented attention from a portion of the press, and awakened a cor- 
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responding interest in Ше minds of some of our most intelligent and pat- 
riotic citizens. It is conceded at last that a speedy increase of popula- 
tion is indispensable, in order to develop our dormant resources, and 
through an increase of public revenue, to meet the ordinary and extraor- 
dinary aa upon the State Treasury now claiming attention, and our 
people begin to realize the immediate local benefits consequent upon a 
rapid introduction of population, enterprise and capital among them. 
Where the prejudices against immigration are the simple results of igno- 
rance of its vital importance, they are rapidly fading away, though when 
they are based upon jealousy and selfishness, they still manifest them- 
selves by systematic opposition to every thing that is new and progres- 
sive, по matter how beneficial to the community at large. 


The proper consideration of the subject of immigration, will induce the 
elaboration of various plans for its promotion, which will probably be 
submitted to the next Legislature. From my long official and private 
experience in this matter, I hope to be permitted an expression of views 
before the proper committees, and therefore confine my written sugges- 
tions to a reference to my former reports. But whatever plan may be 
adopted, must embrace the following conditions essential to success. 

1. Initiative action by the State, in liberally disseminating information ; 
in formally inviting immigration and extending to it official welcome 
and protection ; in framing land laws, corporation and other laws affect- 
ing the case, so as to encourage colonization, trades and manufacturing 
оп as liberal terms ав offered by any other State. 

2. Co-operation on the part of our citizens, by encouraging the stranger 
with material assistance and disinterested advice ; offering property for 
sale with perfect titles, upon easy terms of payments, and at prices not 
only fair but below market rates, whenever necessary to induce a loca- 
tion, with a prospect of returning the temporary sacrifice through the 
future enhancement of surrounding lands. These advantages, and many 
others, are held out with great ostentation, and lavishly conferred by 
other States with invariable success ; and we should not forget that among 
her many undeniable attractions, West Virginia possesses none that would, 
at the present time, compensate the absence of such inducements. 

Persons who feel no interest in the subject, frequently attempt to screen 
their indifference or hostility to immigration, behind the pretence that it 
is the unsettled condition of our land titles that operates most fatally 
against the State. Now, from a connection of twenty-five years with ` 
this subject, I am free to'say that in scarcely one case out of ten have I 
met with this objection against settlement in West Virginia. Strangers 
coming here to веек homes for themselves, appear to know little or noth- 
ing about this difficulty, and instances where they were defrauded by de- 
fective titles are comparatively rare, and never occur where the purchaser 
resorts to the ordinary precautions observed in other States in the pur- 
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chase of real estate. Remote doubts or defects which the stranger does 
not immediately discover from the records, are generally revealed to him 
if he courts information, by public rumor, by the local history of the 
country, which puts him on his guard and points out the direction from 
which danger may arise. But it is the wholesale speculative traffic in 
West Virginia lands, principally in the eastern and foreign marts, that 
those frauds are practised, which give such an unenviable notoriety to 
our land titles. These large tracts are continually changing hands upon 
the authority of official maps and abstracts of what is supposed to be a 
perfect title, because the documents make no mention of interfering claims, 
which may in part or wholly cover the land offered for sale, under a bet- 
ter title. I am happy to add that in but few cases have I known our own 
citizens to figure in such transactions, except as innocent parties, as origi- 
nal venders of dubious title, at a mere nominal price, and under what is 
generally called a quit-claim deed, the purchaser exactly understanding 
the legal value of what he receives, and waiving all recourse against the 
seller. Lands so procured, then, change hands several times for valua- 
ble considerations and in perfect good faith, at least on our side ; and it 
is not until a purchaser comes here to look up the land that the fraud is 
discovered, to the serious detriment of the State's reputation. During the 
mineral excitement of 1864-5, and since, I have had frequent opportuni- 
ties to prevent mischief, by exposing the character of such transactions 
before their consummation. And I have lately been informed that large 
tracts of West Virginia lands, forfeited for non-assessment or non-pay- 
ment of taxes, or covered by better titles, in some cases with adverse pos- 
session under the statute of limitation, are now being offered in Europe, 
and in our eastern cities as bona-fide property, by parties of influence and 
respectable standing. As we have no legal means to prevent the con- 
summation of such schemes, I beg leave to suggest, at least, the publica- 
tion in one or two prominent Eastern papers, of extracts from our new 
code bearing upon the legal status of such lands. This would have the 
effect to direct inquiry into the condition of titles here, and caution the 
public against hasty investments. 

The provisions of our new code in regard to the forfeiture of lands for 
failure to assess during five consecutive years, and the reduction of limi- 
tation from fourteen to ten years’ possession, under color of title, will ma- 
terially diminish the area of disputed lands’ within our borders. Ina 
State so sparsely inhabited as ours, the settlement and improvement of 
the country, and the rights of the tax-paying actual settler should form 
paramount considerations in legislation upon lands and titles, within con- 
stitutional limits. West Virginia has already suffered too much and too 
long from the want of a consistent and decisive policy in regard to land- 
claims in the hands of non-residents neglecting their own interests, and 
perfectly indifferent to those of our State. 
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The care and protection of European immigrants from their old coun- © 
try home to the point of destination on this continent, was lately made 
the object of a convention called by Western Governors at Indianapolis, 
to which your Excellency did me the honor to appoint me a delegate 
from West Virginia. The appointment reaching me after I had already 
made engagements for the time, and no funds being provided to defray 
expenses, I was compelled to decline the honor, which I did in a letter to 
your Excellency, explaining also why the interests of the State would 
not suffer from a want of representation on this occasion. А similar 
convention was held at Baltimore two years ago, which was tainted with 
considerable insincerity of purpose, and produced no practical results. 
The alleged object of these conventions is to place the protection of the 
immigrant in transit into the hands of the Federal Government excelu- 
sively. This might prove a wise and philanthropie measure if carried out 
- in good faith, and through the agency of officials specially adapted by 
sentiment and experience to work of that kind. But as this is not to be 
expected under the federal system of civil seryice such as we know it, 
it is not probable that fraud and corruption in connection with the emi- 
grant business would be less prevalent than heretofore. So far as West 
Wirginia is concerned, I am satisfied we would not be benefitted by the 
innovation, but might even lose what control we have so far acquired 
over the current of immigration now flowing to and through our State. 
Since the establishment of the Baltimore and Bremen line of steamers, 
we have experienced little or no difficulty in securing the immigrants 
originally destined to West Virginia, while our opportunities for recruit- 
ing from the great westward current have greatly improved. From my 
personal contact with this immigration, I am able to state that with 
scarcely any exception, the new comers bear cheerful and uniform testi- 
mony to the kind and humane treatment received on shipboard, at the 
port of landing, and on the route thence to our State. The German 
Society at Baltimore, whose President, or Agent receive the immigrants 
at the landing, are indefatigable in the discharge of their duties, prompt 
and considerate towards all intrusted to their care, and have placed us 
under obligation for many special favors. No less can be said of the 
General Ticket Agent and the German Agent of the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad, through whose hands the immigrant passes between shipboard 
and rail. Every possible precaution is taken by those officers to guard 
immigrants against fraud and imposition. On this road immigrants are 
conveyed in comfortable first-class cars, at the lowest possible rates, and 
with “promptness and dispatch.” Special Agents of the Company соп- 
versant with foreign languages, accompany the passengers to their final 
destination, or at least as far West as St. Louis and Chicago, and minis- 
ter to their comforts and wants, an improvement in immigrant transpor- 
tation not yet adopted by the great Western roads through New York 
and Pennsylvania. In short the Baltimore steamer and railroad compa- 
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nies have not waited for the-suggestions of immigration conventions to 
take the lead in the encouragement and protection of immigration, and 
my only regret in connection with the subject is that our own State is not 
better prepared to avail herself of the facilities so liberally extended at 
her very door. И 

Tt was suggested to me at the last ‘session of the Legislature that my 
annual reports should be more explicit upon the natural resources of the 
State, the statistics of immigration, and the progress of agricultural, 
mineral and manufactural development. There would be some ground 
for this suggestion if the report of the Commissioner were intended for 
circulation abroad, and this officer were compensated for his time and 
expenses in collecting the information. As for learning anything like 
facts in that line by mere correspondence, I have lost too much time and 
labor in former attempts, to try again in this State. 

Judging from a cursory view of a dozen counties, including some of 
the best and some of the least improved in the State, I feel satisfied, if 
grown up fields and dilapidated fences are any authority, that our agri- 
cultural production has not increased since the war, owing in part to 
causes more or legs directly connected with that event. On the other 
hand there is an’ “Encouraging improvement in mining and manufacturing, 
The late census, which is not yet published, will probably confirm this 
estimate, as well as my “Hand Book’s” estimate of the present popula- 
tion of the State, namely: 447,000 souls, showing a gain of about 
seventy thousand since 1860. 

The immigration to West Virginia during the current year was chiefly 
supplied from the neighboring States, Ohio and Pennsylvania. The 
influx from Europe since January last will probably not exceed fifty 
families, including ten or twelve families introduced into Upshur county 
by a charitable society in London, which, I am informed, is now looking 
up lands for colonization on a larger scale. 

I take the liberty to again call the attention of your Excellency to the 
concluding chapter of my last annual report, referring to the remunera- 
tion of my past official services. Although, as.I am amply prepared to 
prove to the Legislature, Т have never been able to reap any indirect 
benefit from my seven years’ incumbency, but notoriously neglected my 
private affairs for public service, no appropriation was ever made for my 
remuneration. I hope, therefore, it may be consistent with your sense 
of justice to call the attention‘of the next Legislature to this matter, 
which, in my present circumstances, is of very grave importance to me. 

I have the honor to remain, 
Very Respectfully, 
Your Exc’y’s Ob’t Serv’t, 
J. H. Diss DEBAR. 
Parkersburg, W. Va., December 20th, 1870. 


